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EMPLOYMENT TRENDS 
Holiday activity and winter recrea-

tion in December drove the Pocatello 
Metropolitan Statistical Area’s (MSA) 
seasonally adjusted unemployment rate 
down three-tenths of a percentage point 
to 4.5 percent from November’s revised 
rate of 4.8 percent. The number of indi-
viduals employed in December in-
creased by 100 to total 38,280 while the 
number of unemployed individuals de-
creased by 120 to 1,800. The Pocatello 
MSA’s unemployment rate remained 
below the state’s rate of 4.8 percent and 
the U.S. rate of 5.7 percent.  

The December 2003 unemployment 
rate fell 1.4 percentage points from De-
cember 2002 when it was 5.9 percent. In 
December 2002, the state and U.S. unem-
ployment rates were equal at 6.1 per-
cent. 

The number of Nonfarm Payroll Jobs 
fell by 420 to 33,470 in December 2003 
from November 2003 when it was 
33,890. Job reductions in Construction 
and Government Education contributed to 
most of the reductions, which are usual 
for this time of year, but job losses oc-
curred throughout most industries. The 
Goods-Producing Industries lost 160 jobs 
over the month. Construction lost 150 
jobs and Manufacturing lost 10 jobs. Cold 
weather and school closures for the holi-
day contributed to the job reductions. 
The Service-Providing Industries lost 260 
jobs over the month. Government Educa-
tion led job losses, but several industries 
suffered job reductions as cold weather 
reduced the need for temporary workers 
and tourism slowed the need for work-
ers in Leisure & Hospitality. From Decem-
ber 2002 to December 2003, Nonfarm Pay-
roll Jobs fell by 140. The Goods-Producing 
Industries lost 440 jobs and the losses 
were equally split between Construction 
(-230) and Manufacturing (-210). The Ser-
vice-Providing Industries gained jobs over 
the year.  Most job gains occurred in Fi-
nancial Activities (90), Professional & Busi-
ness Services (150), and Government Educa-
tion (210).                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

SOUTHEAST IDAHO 
BANNOCK, BEAR LAKE, BINGHAM, CARIBOU, FRANKLIN, ONEIDA, & POWER COUNTIES 

AREA ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENTS 
Please note: Information contained in Economic Developments is obtained from 

area newspapers, local Job Service offices, trade publications, local area Chambers of 
Commerce publications, and other sources. 

 Several projects throughout Southeast Idaho were approved for fund-
ing through the Omnibus Appropriations Act, which the U.S. Congress ap-
proved in January. Projects range from tourism to healthcare and total 
nearly $10 million. The projects are partially funded by the Omnibus Ap-
propriations Act, and communities and/or organizations must provide the 
majority of the funding through other sources. The projects that received 
funding through the act include: 

Southeast Idaho Table 1: Labor Force & Employment 
Pocatello City MSA (Bannock County) 
    % Change From 
 Dec 

2003* 
Nov 
2003 

Dec 
2002 

Last 
Month 

Last  
Year 

INDIVIDUALS BY PLACE OF RESIDENCE 
Seasonally Adjusted      
Civilian Labor Force 40,080 40,100 38,470 0.0 4.2 

Unemployment 1,800 1,920 2,270 -6.3 -20.7 
% of Labor Force Unemployed 4.5 4.8 5.9   
Total Employment 38,280 38,180 36,200 0.3 5.7 

Unadjusted      
Civilian Labor Force 40,030 40,720 39,060 -1.7 2.5 

Unemployment 1,900 1,900 2,360 0.0 -19.5 
% of Labor Force Unemployed 4.7 4.7 6.0   
Total Employment 38,130 38,820 36,700 -1.8 3.9 

JOBS BY PLACE OF WORK      
Nonfarm Payroll Jobs** - NAICS 33,470 33,890 33,610 -1.2 -0.4 
Goods-Producing Industries 3,920 4,080 4,360 -3.9 -10.1 

Natural Resources & Mining 10 10 10 0.0 0.0 
Construction 1,430 1,580 1,660 -9.5 -13.9 
Manufacturing 2,480 2,490 2,690 -0.4 -7.8 
Food Manufacturing 410 410 430 0.0 -4.7 

Other Manufacturing 1,930 1,940 2,080 -0.5 -7.2 
Service-Providing Industries 29,550 29,810 29,250 -0.9 1.0 

Trade, Transportation & Utilities 6,890 6,890 6,850 0.0 0.6 
Wholesale Trade 1,040 1,050 1,030 -1.0 1.0 
Retail Trade 4,570 4,540 4,520 0.7 1.1 
Utilities 40 40 50 0.0 -20.0 
Transportation & Warehousing 1,240 1,260 1,250 -1.6 -0.8 

Information 660 650 680 1.5 -2.9 
Financial Activities 1,850 1,890 1,760 -2.1 5.1 
Professional & Business Services 3,390 3,420 3,240 -0.9 4.6 

Leisure & Hospitality 3,310 3,370 3,310 -1.8 0.0 
Other Services 950 960 1,240 -1.0 -23.4 
Government Education 5,540 5,700 5,330 -2.8 3.9 
Government  Administration 4,280 4,230 4,160 1.2 2.9 

*Preliminary Estimate      

**Full– or part-time jobs of people who worked for or received wages in the pay period including the 12th 
of the month 

Educational & Health Services 2,690 2,700 2,680 -0.4 0.4 

Fabricated Metal Product Manufacturing 110 110 140 0.0 -21.4 
Machinery Manufacturing 30 30 40 0.0 -25.0 
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• Pioneer Historic Byway interpretive signs and ki-
osks in Bear Lake and Caribou Counties. 

• Virtual history museum at the Idaho State Univer-
sity Museum of Natural History. 

• Restoration of the Oneida Stake Academy in Pre-
ston. 

• The L.E. and Thelma Stevens Performing Arts Cen-
ter at Idaho State University. 

• Cheyenne Connector, groundwater protection, and 
the urban transit system in Pocatello. 

• The Idaho Telehealth Program, a program to im-
prove healthcare in rural communities and to pro-
vide continuing education for healthcare providers. 

• Bear Lake Memorial Hospital’s skilled nursing cen-
ter upgrade in Montpelier. 

• Portneuf Medical Center’s heart and vascular pro-
gram in Pocatello. 

Bannock County 
• Demolition has begun for a new retail development 

near the Pine Ridge Mall on Yellowstone Avenue in 
Pocatello. The Pine Ridge Inn and Restaurant and a 
former Chevron Gas Station are being demolished 
to allow for the development. A Walgreens Drug 
Store will be built in the new shopping complex. De-
velopers have not disclosed the identities of the 
other businesses to be located at the center, but they 
include a major retailer, a fast-food restaurant, and 
other small businesses. The former business at that 
location, the Pine Ridge Inn and Restaurant, em-
ployed 48 people. The new shopping complex is ex-
pected to employ nearly 200 people. 

• Three Pocatello businesses recently closed and 
eliminated approximately 60 jobs: Albertsons Food 
Store on Yellowstone and Alameda, B-Side Skating 
Store, and King’s Way Christian Books and Gift 
Store on Yellowstone. 

Bear Lake County 
• The Bear Lake Hospital Auxiliary Thrift Store in 

Montpelier held an open house at its new location. 
The store, now located at in the Lamarel building, 
provides more space to better display merchandise 
and has separate space for youth and children’s 
clothing. 

• A $3.1 million upgrade is planned for Bear Lake Me-
morial Hospital’s skilled nursing center. The up-
grade is projected to begin in spring 2005, but is de-
pendent on securing funding for the project. The 
hospital auxiliary has provided nearly $500,000 to-
ward the project, which also received $400,000 
through the Omnibus Appropriations Act.  

Bingham County 
• A new business area in Firth, The Firth Town 

Square, has begun housing businesses. The Black-
foot Medical Center located a satellite office at the 

square, which provides medical service to the com-
munity. Three other businesses that will be housed 
at the new town square include the Alona King Op-
tometrist Office, the City of Firth, and a 24-hour U 
Copy. There is space available for expansion. 

• Sandy Empey and Peggy Lawver opened a café in 
Rockford, Rockford Row’s End Café. The café pro-
vides fresh baked rolls, cookies, and desserts daily.                   
In addition the owners also provide catering for spe-
cial occasions and other items such as frozen meals 
and sack lunches.  

Caribou County 
• Soda Springs hosted the Rocky Mountain Snowmo-

bile Hillclimb Association’s race at Wood Canyon. 
More than 500 racers participated in the event. The 
annual event boosts the area and surrounding area’s 
economy as racers and fans fill hotel rooms and res-
taurants, and shop at local specialty shops. 

Franklin County 
• Construction continues on the restoration of the 

Oneida Stake Academy. Work has begun on the 
footings and the foundation. Funding through the 
Omnibus Appropriations Act has been approved to 
assist with the restoration. 

Oneida County 
• Magic Mania opened in downtown Malad. The new 

business at 34 South Main in Malad sells magic trick 
supplies, gag items, and caters special events, par-
ties, and meetings. Owners Ferris and Renae Larsen 
also perform magic shows. 

Power County 
• Four new businesses opened recently in American 

Falls: Ghost Town Gifts and Collectibles, Body Flex, 
Minuteman Cash, and Freddies Roadhouse. 

• Ghost Town Gifts is located on Idaho Street in 
American Falls. The building has been remodeled to 
accommodate the business, which offers collectible 
figurines, clocks, swords, Native American work, 
and nautical decorations. The business hopes to ex-
pand its inventory to include CDs, clothing, and 
jewelry. 

• Freddies Roadhouse lounge opened in downtown 
American Falls. Owner Fred Roads, along with 
friends and family, spent approximately a year re-
modeling for the business’ opening. The lounge ca-
ters to veterans, bikers, and American Legion mem-
bers.  
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